
International Studies Review 
Publishes Dr. Vanzo’s Article 

 
The highly respected political science journal International Studies  

Review is publishing an article by Bainbridge 
College Assistant Professor Dr. John P. Vanzo 
in its Fall 2007 edition. 

In the article “A How-To Handbook 
for Hegemons,” Dr. Vanzo reviews and 
critiques the book Great Powers and 
Geopolitical Change by Professor Jakub 
J. Griegel. 

Griegel is the George H.W. Bush 
Chair of International Relations at the 
Nitze School of Advanced International 
Studies at The John Hopkins University. 
His book analyzes three historical case 
studies dating from the 16th century in 
order to support his central thesis regard-
ing the proper role geopolitics should 
play in an empire’s strategic behavior. 

In the final chapter of his book, 
Griegel applies these lessons to the cur-
rent global situation, specifically making 
some recommendations for future 
American political leaders. 

Dr. Vanzo’s review is generally com-
plimentary, but one aspect of Griegel’s 
book comes under sharp criticism: the 
total lack of mention of the Iraq War. In 
the article he says, “The Bush Admini-
stration’s (mis)adventure in Iraq is never 
addressed in the book. The war is the 
giant elephant in the parlor of American 
foreign policy, and it is strange, to say 
the least, that Griegel never even 
broaches the subject. What makes it es-
pecially bizarre is that our invasion of 

Iraq is exactly 
the kind of 
self-defeating 
imperial over-
stretch that 
Griegel’s his-
torical case 
studies warn 
about.” 

International Studies Review (ISR) is 
a quarterly journal that provides a win-
dow on current trends and scholarly re-
search in international studies world-
wide. Each issue includes analytical es-
says, reviews of new books, and a dis-
cussion forum. 

ISR is published on behalf of the In-
ternational Studies Association, the larg-
est professional organization of its kind 
in the world. The association’s member-
ship includes more than 3,200 scholars 
from 61 different countries and has non-
governmental consultative status with 
the United Nations. 

Vanzo holds a PhD in international 
relations and master’s degrees in both 
public administration and political sci-
ence from Florida State University. He 
joined the Bainbridge College faculty in 
2001 and teaches political science and 
geography. 


