
Early County Site’s Expansion Next  
Bainbridge College Breaks Ground for Student Wellne ss Center 

 
Wielding golden shovels Aug. 6 to break ground for the BC Student Wellness Center are (from left) Walter 
Vidak of Allstate Construction Co.; Plant Operations Assistant Director Larry McConnell; Mark Elliott of 
Jones, Lang, & LaSalle; Allstate Construction President Bill Weldon; Kevin McDowell of Jones, Lang, & 
LaSalle; Steve Dehekker of Hastings & Chivetta Architects; BC President Dr. Tom Wilkerson; Regent Doreen 
Poitevint of the University System of Georgia Board of Regents; BC Student Government Association 
President Chase Alexander; Student Affairs Vice President Dr. Marty Clay, Plant Operations Director 
Leonard Dean; BC Foundation Chair Erwin Harrell; Business Affairs Vice President Natalie Higley; Eric 
Kocher of Hastings & Chivetta Architects; BC Foundation and BC Real Estate Foundation member Dan 
Ponder; Jim Peak of BC Real Estate Foundation, and BC Student Activities Director David Price. 
 

Moments before 17 golden shovels dug into the ground for the official start of 
construction on the BC Student Wellness Center, President Tom Wilkerson told the 
gathering of more than 120 people that the next new construction for the college will start 
with the groundbreaking for the expansion of the Early County Site in Blakely. Completion 
for both is expected in 2010. 

The 10,000-square-foot expansion at Blakely, Dr. Wilkerson said, will include the media 
center and provide a new student wellness center and recreational room. That construction 
at Blakely, coupled with the new wellness center and other construction projects for Main 
Campus “will effectively double the campus’ current square footage in five years,” he said. 

Dr. Wilkerson emphasized the need for the construction at both locations because of 
continued growth in student enrollment. During his remarks at the Aug. 6 groundbreaking he 
noted that the first class convened on campus in 1973 with total enrollment of just over 200. 
When BC acquired the Early County Site from Albany Technical College in July 2006 initial 
enrollment was 211, “and current enrollment is approaching 1,000,” he said. 

Enrollment last fall for both Blakely and Bainbridge was 3,019, a 28 percent increase 
over 2007, followed by a larger increase to 3,200 for Spring 2009. Estimates are 3,500 for 
Fall 2009, which starts Aug. 18, and 7,000 by Fall 2020. 



The BC Early County Site’s expansion and the new 76,000-square-foot wellness center 
in Bainbridge are two tangible expressions of the college’s keeping the promise it made 
more than 35 years ago to serve the educational needs of the people of southwest Georgia. 
“All the people,” said Regent Doreen Poitevint in her remarks on behalf of the Board of 
Regents at the groundbreaking. She noted that the new building focuses beyond today’s 
needs and anticipates future needs for the college, the community and the students it 
serves. She said that the University System of Georgia “builds and shapes the future by 
providing the key that unlocks creativity of our students. That key is higher education." 

“We are beginning a process today that will in fact begin to meet a promise we made 
34 to 36 years ago,” President Wilkerson said, “because the promise of this institution was 
to provide a quality education to everyone who comes to us. . . . This building will allow us to 
live more fully into that promise.” He noted it is an unbroken promise. 

“This project will change, fundamentally and forever, the face of our campus,” he said. 
It will be the only two-story building on the campus and twice the size of the Charles H. 
Kirbo Regional Center that opened in October 2008 after its 2003 groundbreaking. 

Wilkerson emphasized the fact that the new project will be completed well under the 
five years it took to complete the Kirbo Center, and added that the design and build team is 
one that is “world class.” 

That team includes Jones, Lang, LaSalle of Atlanta, the firm to manage the project; the 
architectural firm of Hasting-Chivetta of St. Louis, MO, which has built similar projects in 37 
states for more than 20 years, and Allstate Construction of Tallahassee, FL, which reworked 
the Kirbo Center and was contractor for the new Bainbridge High School that just opened. 

In addition to Regent Poitevint and Dr. Wilkerson, members of the design-build team 
spoke, giving highlights of the project, including the overall vision and concept for the 
building, a process that involved students in that visioning. Steve Dehekker of Hastings & 
Chivetta Architects said the building will be visible from all four sides, so it was designed 
with several front doors and no back side. Kevin McDowell of Jones, Lang, & LaSalle said 
they have been delighted with the quality of the team and Allstate’s budget being under their 
goal. Allstate President Bill Weldon said how easy it is to work with such a team, whose 
members work individually as outstanding professionals and work as an outstanding team. 

Weilding the 17 golden shovels for the official groundbreaking were BC Student 
Government Association President Chase Alexander; Student Affairs Vice President Dr. 
Martyn Clay; Plant Operations Director Leonard Dean; Hastings & Chivetta Architect Steve 
Dehekker; Mark Elliott of Jones, Lang, & LaSalle; BC Foundation Chair Erwin Harrell; 
Business Affairs Vice President Natalie Higley; Eric Kocher of Hastings & Chivetta; Plant 
Operations Assistant Director Larry McConnell; Kevin McDowell of Jones, Lang, & LaSalle; 
Bainbridge College Real Estate Foundation member Jim Peak; Regent Doreen Poitevint; 
BC Foundation and BC Real Estate Foundation member Dan Ponder; Student Activities 
Director David Price; Allstate Construction team members Walter Vidak and Bill Weldon, 
and President Wilkerson. 

About the 76,000-sq.-ft. Student Wellness Center: 
The $25 million two-story Student Wellness Center, which is being paid for by a $125 

fee each BC student must pay each semester, will include a 2,500-seat capacity gymnasium 
where the college expects to holds its graduations; second-floor jogging track, 140-seat 
dining facility, 2,000-square-foot game room, and a 4,000-square-foot fitness center. The 



campus bookstore will relocate to space adjacent to the dining area, and there will be on the 
second floor: computer lab, multipurpose room, two general use classrooms and several 
general use office spaces. 


