Over 760 at Blakely
BC Enrollment

Hits Record

Expressing thanks and appreciation to
the Bainbridge College (BC) communit
for its record enrollment of 3,025, of

which 762 are at the Early County Site,
President Tom Wilkerson praised all

who worked “so hard and effectively” tg
produce that record. Fall Semester 200
had 2,586 enrolled, with 585 at Blakely

Dr. Wilkerson praised Main Campus an
Blakely personnel and specifically men
tioned the work of Admissions Director
Connie Snyder, “her dedicated crew,”
Michael Kirkland, who was interim vice
president of student affairs, and Christi
Jackson, who coordinates programs of
fered to high school students.

“I must also mention the wonderful wor
by our Financial Aid Office. With Deb-
bie Turner’s able leadership, the office
increasingly productive and student
friendly,” Wilkerson said, noting the col

lege is improving efforts to keep students

appropriately informed about their aid.
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BC Welcomes Dr. Clay as Head of Student Affairs

With arecord enrollment when hetook up hisduties Sept. 2 as Bainbridge College Vice Presi-
dent of Student Affairsand Enrollment Services, Dr. Martyn Clay set the bar higher with the aim of

attracting even mor e studentsto the college.

The college has 3,014 students enrolled for F&B20ith 762 of them taking classes at the Earlyr@p&ite in

Blakely.

“My main goal is to achieve a dramatically increhsaroliment at the college,” Dr. Clay said higdhday on the
job. He noted that the male-female ratio is usuéiflyp3, but at BC it is about 30:70. He plans tolao increase and
retain more male students as he did at in Floridareshe also increased female student retention.

Dr. Clay came to BC from St. Petersburg CollegeQs®hich has four campuses and more than 65,0@@sts.
He served as associate vice president of academlistadent affairs from 2006 until he came to BG aas SPC's

registrar and director of admissions 2000-06.

Integral in attracting and retaining students iprioving the support
structure, Clay said, noting that includes theririal aid component. He
said that Spring 2009 there will be a change irtitheframe for students
learning about whether they will receive finaneia and how much. He
noted that the aid is tied to academic progressejjuies, and that one of
his goals is improved communication with the stuslen

Dr. Clay, an Army veteran who retired as a majteradlmost 18 years
of service, works to help students understandahmgher education can
pay higher dividends in lifetime earnings. He esggcaims those efforts
at students whose family obligations cause thefados on short-term
financial responsibilities and take jobs with loweages. He tries to edu-
cate them about how to finance their educations.

“Often these are people who have family respornsés| a child or
other family members they have to take care of,"@ay said. “No one is
taking care of them.” He thinks BC can help filatmeed through an ini-
tiative such as the one he helped develop in FRorid

SPC'’s effort to be a source to take care of théestuincluded an exten-
sive support system with the goal to show the{@mm financial benefits
of education. The programs he developed for merf@andomen included
mentors, faculty, staff and community support, textbgical resources,
career seminars, networking, a lending closet aiitine appropriate for job
interviews, and a scholarship program.

With Georgia’s HOPE Scholarship program, BC hasasset already in
place for the kind of support program he envisi6Asa minimum we
need to do a better job of educating male studemisto finance their edu-
cational goals. We need to try more to help orattelemic side,” said

Clay, who had both those responsibilities in hisvjyus position.

A member of the American Association of CollegiRtegistrars and
Admissions Officers, he served on the Florida CdwicStudent Affairs
and the Florida Council of Instructional Officeke served as presiden
the steering committee of Florida Community Colke&egistrars and A
missions Officers.

He earned his doctorate in educational leadersbip the University @
Missouri at Columbia, a master of arts degree inagament from Web
ster University at St. Louis, MO, and his bachelbarts degree in histol
from Bucknell University in Lewisburg, PA.

In addition to his work in Florida, the Virginiatize worked at South
east Missouri State University at Cape Girarded618000, serving thrge
years as assistant university registrar and oRessciate university reg
trar.

Knowing the positive impact of intercollegiate sigat St. Pete, Dr.
Clay can see that as a viable offering to BC sttgdiéthe college contin
ues to grow.

An outdoorsman who likes to work behind the scepeenthan in the
spotlight, Clay enjoys fishing of all kinds, boatiand hiking. He and sa@,
Christopher, now 18, enjoyed regular paint ball petition for several
years.

Clay and his wife, Evelyn, who is the new presidgithe Bainbridge-
Decatur County Chamber of Commerce, also have ghtleiy Kellie
Anne, 21, a senior at the University of Centralridla. Their son plans toy
attend BC.




